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Two new species of American wild bananas with a revision of 

the generic name 

Robert F. Griggs 

At the time of publication of a former paper * I was not aware 
that antedating Linnaeus's application of the name Hcliconia, to 
the plant called by the Indians " Bihai," is a description of the 
same plant under the name of BUiai by Adanson (Fam. PI. 2: 
67. 1763). This necessitates the use of that name instead of 
Hcliconia. It will be a matter of some pleasure to those whose 
sense of justice is gratified when they see the name given by the 
original describer of a plant retained, that Bihai, which was mani- 
festly a generic name as first applied by Plumier, though not used 
binomially in the technical sense, can now be restored. Otto 
Kuntze, in his Revisio Generum Plantarum (2 : 684. 1 891), used 
Plumier's name with an a suffixed, probably to latinize it more 
perfectly ; and applied it to all the species he knew. There were, 
however, several species which he overlooked, and it seems proper 
that these, together with a number of others described since his 
paper was published, should here be transferred from Hcliconia to 
the older genus as follows : Bihai aurantiaca (Ghiesb.), Bihai, 
Bihai (L.), Bihai borinquena (Griggs), Bihai Burchellii (Baker), 
Bihai Champneiana (Griggs), Bihai choconiana (Watson), Bihai 
Collinsiana (Griggs), Bihai crassa (Griggs), Bihai distans 
(Griggs), Bihai elongata (Griggs), Bihai episcopalis (Veil.), 
Bihai humilis (Jacq.), Bihai latispatha (Benth.), Bihai librata 
(Griggs), Bihai lingulata (Ruiz & Pavon), Bihai platystachys 
(Baker), Bihai purpurea (Griggs), Bihai rostrata (Ruiz & Pavon), 
Bihai rutila (Griggs), Bihai spissa (Griggs), Bihai tortuosa 
(Griggs). Each of these was originally described, with the same 
specific name, under Hcliconia, by the author cited in parentheses. 

The two species of Bihai described below were discovered by 
Messrs. Cook, Collins and Doyle of the United States Department 

* On some species of Heliconia. Bull. Toirey Club, 30 : 641-664. December, 
1903. 
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of Agriculture, in the spring of 1903. The types of both are in 
the herbarium of the Department of Agriculture at Washington. 

Bihai reticulata sp. nov. 

Leaf 94 cm. long, 37 cm. broad, petiole and base 70 cm.; 
blade elliptical, acute at the tip, cimeate at the base, thin, glabrous, 
not glaucous, main veins about 1 cm. apart, finest veins nearly 1 
mm. distant, connected by cross-veinlets forming square meshes 
(an unusual character, for the veins of most species are so close 
together as to make the cross-veinlets so short that they are not 
often noticed even under a glass ; this feature is strikingly brought 
out by the remarkable coloration of the under surface of the leaf); 
all the veins from the midrib down, including the cross-veinlets, 
bright red contrasting strongly with the body of the leaf and giv- 
ing it a very noticeable screen-like appearance ; inflorescence sessile, 
upright, about 25 cm. long, nearly if not quite glabrous, of 12—15 
bracts ; rachis stiff and straight; bracts close, overlapping at their 
middles, ascending at angles of 45-60 , lowest sterile bract 1 5 cm. 
long, 8 cm. broad, long-acute, the middle ones suborbicular, 8 
cm. long, 10 cm. broad, rounded at the base, with a very short- 
acuminate tip; flowers large, longer than the branch-bracts, red 
and yellow {fide Cook). 

Cook & Collins i^g, Buena Vista, Costa Rica ; photo SS-17- 
Growing in a deep ravine. 

This plant with its broad branch-bracts rather closely packed 
on the rachis, belongs to the subgenus Taeniostrobus. But its 
sessile inflorescence makes it unusual in that section. It is not 
close to any of the described species, differing from all either in 
the absence of a peduncle or in the inflorescence being much nar- 
rower with smaller bracts. It seems to be distinct also from all 
other species of the genus, whether of the same subgenus or not, 
in the colored venation of the leaves. 

Bihai longa sp. nov. 

Stem 6 m. long, inclined {fide Collins), leaf-surfaces radially 
disposed; leaves 1.5-2 m. long, about 50 cm. broad, acute, 
obliquely cordate at the base, rather thick and firm, glabrous 
except along the midrib, covered below with a bloom so extremely 
dense as to be as thick as the body of the leaf itself and to give 
the under surface a feeling like that of felt; petiole about 1 m. 
long ; inflorescence pendulous, nearly 2 m. long, peduncle 25 cm., 
stout, glabrous ; rachis flexuose, flexible, short-tomentose, inter- 
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nodes 2-6 cm.; bracts many, 27 in the type, all but the last one 
reflexed, ovate, acute, varying from 7 cm. long at the tip to 16 
cm. at the base and from 5—8 cm. wide, tomentose on the outside, 
at least near the base, and densely ferruginous-pubescent within : 
flowers almost as long as the branch-bracts except at the base of 
the inflorescence, flower-bracts triangular, 2 cm. broad, 5 cm. 
long, densely velvety pubescent on the outside, glabrous within. 

El Pez, road from Buena Vista to San Carlos Valley, Costa 
Rica, Cook &■ Collins 4.J, photo 54.59. 

The present species is closely related to B. Collinsiana, and 
probably more closely to B. pendula. From the former it is dis- 
tinct in the hairy inflorescence, twice or three times as long, the 
stouter rachis, the ovate rather than lanceolate branch-bracts. 
From B. pendula it differs in being fully twice as large, in the 
very glaucous, not green, leaves, in the hairy not glabrous, 
broader, branch-bracts. 



